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Abstract In this paper, for any given observation time and suitable moving observation
domains, the author establishes a sharp observability inequality for the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh
plate like equation with a suitable potential in any space dimension. The approach is based
on a delicate energy estimate. Moreover, the observability constant is estimated by means
of an explicit function of the norm of the coefficient involved in the equation.
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1 Introduction

Given arbitrarily a (short) time 7' > 0 and a bounded domain  of R™ (n > 1) with C*
boundary I', we put @ = (0,7) x Q and ¥ = (0,7) x I'. For any ¢ € [0, 00), assume that G(¢) is
a suitable (proper) subdomain of 2. Throughout this paper, we will use C' to denote a generic
positive constant which may vary from line to line.

We consider the following Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like equation with a potential ¢ €
L0, T LP(2)) (p = n):

wy + A%w — Awyy + qw =0, in Q,
w=Aw =0, on X, (1.1)
w(0) = wp, we(0) = wy, in €,

where the initial datum (wo,w1) is supposed to belong to (H?(Q) N Hg(2)) x H(2), the state
space of system (1.1). Thanks to the standard operator semigroup theory, it is easy to show
that system (1.1) admits a mild solution w € C([0,T]; H2(2) N H (2)) N C*([0, T]; HY(Q)).

The main purpose of this paper is, for any given T' > 0, to find a constant C(g) > 0 and a
class of subdomains {G(¢) | t € [0,T]} such that all weak solutions w of (1.1) satisfy

Ao 22 + llwr 23 / X RES

Y (wo,wr) € (H*(Q) N HY(Q)) x Hi(Q). (1.2)
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In particular, we shall analyze the explicit and sharp dependence of C'(¢) on the potential g.

The above inequality, the so-called rapid observability inequality for system (1.1), allows es-
timating the total energy of solutions in terms of the energy localized in the moving observation
subdomain G(-) in an arbitrarily short time. It is relevant to rapid controllability problems.
Especially, in this linear setting this inequality is equivalent to the so-called rapid exact con-
trollability property, i.e., for any given 7', that of driving solutions to the rest by means of
the control forces localized in (0,7) x G(-) (see [10]). This type of inequality, with explicit
estimates on the observability observability constant, is also relevant to the controllability of
semilinear problems (see [7, 11, 13]). We refer to [5, 8, 15, 18] for more related background.

When the propagation speed of solutions to the system under consideration is infinite, the
(rapid) observability /controllability problems are studied by many authors (see [2, 3, 5, 6, 15, 17]
and the references therein). However, when this speed is finite, things become more delicate
(see [1]), and the desired observability /controllability holds true only when the time T is large
enough or other conditions on the observer/controller are imposed. For the above Kirchhoff-
Rayleigh plate like equation, we shall show the finite speed of propagation for its solutions
(see Proposition 3.1 in Section 3). Because of this, in order to establish the desired rapid
observability estimate (1.2), we need some complicated conditions on the time-variant observer
G(-) (see Section 2 for more details).

Similar rapid (internal) observability problems were considered for wave equations in [7, 11,
13], and for Maxwell equations in [14]. Note however that, as far as I know, there is no result
published on the rapid observability estimate for the fourth order equations with finite speed
of propagation.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we state the main result of this
work. A proof of the finite speed of propagation on system (1.1) is given in Section 3. In Section
4, we collect some preliminary results that will be used later. Finally, Section 5 is devoted to

prove our main result.

2 Statement of the Main Result

To begin with, without loss of generality, we assume that

inf{z; € R |32’ € R" ! such that (v1,2') € Q} =0,

sup {z; € R| 32’ € R"™!, such that (z1,2) € Q} 25>0.

Also, for any T' > 0 and any o € (0,7, put

a =

T;U, Ky, ={(t,x1) € (0,T) x [0,0] | ax1 < t < axy + o}, 2.1)

D, = (K, xR" 1) nQ.

Denote the set of all subsets in © by 2. As in [7, 13], we introduce the following assumption
on the class G of observers:
(A1) Class G is a family of set-valued functions G : [0,00) — 2% with the properties:
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(i) Any G(-) € G is continuous with respect to the Hausdorff metric;
(ii) For any T > 0, there exists a G(-) € G and a 0 € (0,T), such that

Gr2{(tx)eQlzeG(t), te(0,T)} 2 D,. (2.2)

As an example, we consider the special case that Q = (0,1) and @ = (0,7T) x (0, 1). For any

w >0, set
a(t):H__ut_ﬁ7 t207
T 2
. (2.3)
G(u,T,t) = {x € (0,1) ‘ lz — a(t)] < 5}.

We see that G(-) = G(u, T, -) satisfies (2.2) provided that =% < u. Hence the class

&0 %)

satisﬁes (Al) (See Figura 1) Tn thic raca thao cate 1) and ij ara aivven hy tha narallalaorame
ABOC and ADOE in ]

Figure 1 Sets D, and Gr

The main result of this paper is stated as follows.

Theorem 2.1 Assume that (Al) holds and q € L*°(0,T; LP(Y)) with some p € [n,o0].
Then, for any T > 0, there exists an observer G(-) € G such that all weak solutions w of (1.1)
satisfy estimate (1.2) with some observability constant C(q) > 0 to be of the form

C(q) = Cexp(CrQTl%), (2.4)

where

r= ||(J||Loo(o,T;Lp(Q))- (2.5)
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Several remarks are in order.

Remark 2.1 In this paper, we establish the desired observability estimate (1.2) by means of
a careful energy estimate. Here we choose to work in the state space (H?(Q)NHE(Q)) x HE ().
But some other choices of the state spaces are possible. For example, one could consider
similar problems in state spaces of the form Hg(Q2) x L%(Q) or {w € H3(Q) | w|r = Aw|r =
0} x (H?(Q) N H}(2)), where the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like system is also well-posed. But

the corresponding analysis will be technically more involved.

Remark 2.2 One of the key points to derive inequality (1.2) for system (1.1) is the
possibility to decompose the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like operator 92 + A? — 92 A as follows:

OF + A% — 02A = (0 — A)(I — A) + A,

where [ is the identity operator; another point is that we impose the boundary conditions
w=Aw =0 on X. We set

z=w — Aw, (2.6)

where w is the solution to system (1.1). Then, the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like system (1.1)

can be written equivalently as the following coupled elliptic-wave system:

w— Aw = z, in @,
2 — Az +w— 2+ qw =0, in @, (2.7)
w=z=0, on 3, '

2(0) = wo — Awp, 2:(0) = w1 — Awy, in Q.

Note however that a similar equivalence does not hold any more when the boundary conditions
in system (1.1) are replaced by w = g—f = 0 on X, where v is the unit outward normal vector of
Q at boundary I'. It would be quite interesting to study the same rapid observability problem
for the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like system with the later boundary conditions, but this is an

unsolved problem.

Remark 2.3 By means of the well-known duality argument (see [9, Lemma 2.4, p. 282]
and [15, Theorem 3.2, p. 19], for examples), it is easy to deduce a rapid controllability result
for the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like equation from our observability estimate in Theorem 2.1.

Since this method is standard, we omit the details.

Remark 2.4 As mentioned before, condition (A1) is complicated. However, as remarked in
[7, 13], this condition is necessary for the rapid observation for the wave equations in some sense
(by considering the main result in [1]). Indeed, for any fixed observer, the rapid observation
for the wave equations is impossible except for some trivial case. By adopting the approaches
developed in [4], one can show that similar phenomenon occurs for the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate
like equation. Nevertheless, the detailed analysis is complicated and we shall present this result

in a forthcoming paper.
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3 Finite Propagation Speed for the Kirchhoff-Rayleigh
Plate Like Equation

In this section, we prove the property of finite speed of propagation for solutions to the
Kirchhoff-Rayleigh plate like equation. We believe that this result should be known in the
previous literature but we have not found an exact reference.

We consider the following equation (without boundary condition):

wi + A%w — Awyy + quw =0, in (0,T] x €,
w(0) = wp, w(0) = wy, in Q.

Similarly to [12], fix any (L, zo) € (0,00) x £ such that

{z eR" ||z —mzo| <L} CQ. (3.2)
Choose ¢ > 1 arbitrarily and denote ty = %. Set
Qo ={x eR" ||z —x0| < L(to — 1)}, Vet (3.3)

Define an (modified) energy of system (3.1) in the subdomain ; by

E(t) = %/Q (VAW 2)2 + |Aw(t, 2)2 + |Aw (b, ) — wit, z)[2

+ | Vwg (t, 2)|* + |[Vw(t, 2)|* + |w(t, z)[*]dz. (3.4)
We have the following a prior estimate for solutions to (3.1).

Proposition 3.1 Let T > 0, wy € H _(Q) and wy € HZ.(Q) be given, ¢ € L*>(0,T;
(Q)) with some p € [n,00]. Let w € C([0,T]; H () N CH[0,T); HE.(Q)) be a weak
solution to equation (3.1). Then, for any (L,xq) € (0,00) X Q satisfying (3.2), there exists an

£ >0, such that the energy E(t) of (3.1) satisfies

LP

loc

E(t) < CE(0), Vtel0,toNT], (3.5)
where C = C(to, T, xo,¢) > 0.

Remark 3.1 It is easy to see that the finite speed of propagation for equation (1.1) is a
direct consequence of the above a prior estimate. Indeed, in the case that to < T, by (3.5), we
see that F(t) =0 whenever E(0) = 0. This means that the cone

C 2 {(s,2) € [0,t0] x R™ | |z — wo| < £to — 5)}

is the domain of determination for (¢g,x¢). Therefore, the data outside C does not affect the
value of the (smooth) solution to equation (1.1) at (to,z¢). Consequently, the propagation

speed is finite.

Proof of Proposition 3.1 We borrow some idea from [12]. Recalling the definition of €,
in (3.3), and noting (3.2), we obtain

1

(to—t)
B(t) = 5/0 ar | VA + ()P
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+Aw(t, 2) — we(t,2)* + [V (t,2)]* + |Vw(t,z)* + w(t, 2)[*]dSs, (3.6)

where dS,, stands for the area element on |z — 29| = . Therefore,

dE() 1 [ @

at 2 Jo, ot

/
— 5/ [[VAw|? 4+ [Aw|?* + |Aw; — wi]? + |V + [Vw|* + |w2]d(09Q;).  (3.7)
a0

[[VAw|? 4+ |[Aw|* + |Aw; — wi* + |Vwe|? + |[Vwl? + |w|?]dz

On the other hand, denote by v = v(z) the unit out normal vector at x € 9;. Multiplying
the first equation in (3.1) by Aw; and wy, respectively, and integrating it in €2, using integration

by parts, we get

1
= / £[|VAw|2 + |Aw |* + |Vw|?]de = / wy - Vwyd(0Q) + Awr - VAwd(0Qy)
2 Jq, Ot 90 90,
+ / quAwdz, (3.8)
o
1 0
= / —[|Aw?* + |Vw|* + |we]*]dz = / wyv - Vwy d(0Q) + Awv - Vwd(0€)
2 Jq, O o9, o9,
- / wyr - VAwd(9Q,) — / quwde, (3.9)
00y Q

and also,

0
/ 6—(thwt)dx = / (wttAwt + thwtt)dI
o, ot N

1 0
= / [wttu . th + wiv - tht]d(aQt) - = / —|th|2dx, (310)
IOk 2 Jg, Ot

0
/ P (|Vw|2+|w|2) dx:2/ (Vw - Vwy + wwy) da
Q4 Qs

= 2/ wv - Vwd(0) — 2/ w(Aw; — wy)dex. (3.11)
oM [N
Hence, by (3.8)—(3.11), it follows that
1 0
5/ S IVARR + [Awf + 1w~ wil? + [Vul? + Vol + oPlda
[N

= / [(Awy — wy)v - VAw + (Aw + w)v - Vu]d(9,) + / (¢ — Dw(Aw, — wy)dz. (3.12)
ieR

Qs
Choosing ¢ such that ¢ > 4, and combining (3.7) and (3.12), we arrive at

dE(t)

@ S /Q (¢ = Dw(Aw, — we)da. (3.13)

In view of (3.13), by noting ¢ € L>(0,7; LY (Q)) with some p € [n,o0], % + 3+ % =1,

loc

using Holder’s inequality and Sobolev embedding theorem, and recalling the definition of E(t)
in (3.4), it is easy to deduce that

dE()

< [ la=Dllell(du - w)lds
Qq
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< ClJAwi(t, ) = wnlt, lzagap ot ), 2,

< C([lAwe(t, ) —welt, )HL2 @) T [[w(t, )”L?(Qt))
< CE(t). (3.14)

Now, the desired estimate (3.5) follows from (3.14), immediately. This completes the proof of
Proposition 3.1.

4 Some Preliminaries

In this section, we show some preliminary results, which will play a key role in our proof of
the main result, i.e., Theorem 2.1.

1) by

Denote the energy of system

(L.
B(t) 2 201 8w(t, ) am + et )l @) (4.1)

Consider also the modified energy function
B(t) + 577 F lwlt, ) egay. (42)

It is clear that both energies are equivalent.

To begin with, we show the following result.

Lemma 4.1 Let ¢ € L>=(0,T;LP(Q)) with p € [n,00]. Then, for any (w(0),w:(0)) €
(H2(Q) N HY(Q)) x HE (), the corresponding weak solution w(-) to (1.1) satisfies (recall (2.5)
forr)

1
_ T

~

E*(t) < CE*(s)e®" 7, Vit s€[0,T) (4.3)

Proof We proceed as in the proof of Lemma 1 in [16, p. 358] and [2]. Noting system (1.1),

it is easy to get

OB (1) = =3
el quwidxr +r°"p wwpdr < ‘ qutdx‘ +r*r U)'(Utdilf‘. (4.4)
Q Q Q «
Put py = ;25 and p = . Noting that J + -+ -+ 5 = 1 and 5 2(2 )1+2<1 ">1+2 L

by Hoélder’s inequality and Sobolev embedding theorem7 we get

‘/qutdx‘ §/|q||w||wt|d:v
Q Q

< rllfw(t, )7 | pes @l fw(t, 1'% | pee o lwe(t, ) 2@
1 = n
=77 |wlt, Il ’ (Q)(T27 lwt, )l ) lwe(t, 2o
< Or T Bt (t). (4.5)
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Similarly,

A
- 1

P 2 T~
/ wwtdx’ < d 5 /(T27? |w|? + [we|?)da < Cr*~ % E*(t). (4.6)
Q Q

2
2L
r P

Now, combining (4.4)—(4.6), and applying Gronwall’s inequality, we conclude the desired esti-
mate (4.3). This completes the proof of Lemma 4.1.

Further, by using multiplier techniques similar to those in [10], the following lemma holds.

Lemma 4.2 Let 0 < S1 < Se <To < Ty <T and g € L™(0,T; LP(QY)) with p € [n,c0].
Then the weak solution w(-) of (1.1) satisfies

T2 Tl
e e < ) [ 1wt [yt (@)
1

Proof Put g(t) = (t — S1)?(Ty — t)%. Multiplying the first equation of system (1.1) by
g(t)w(t) and integrating it in (S, T7) x 2, using integration by parts, and by Holder’s inequality

and Sobolev embedding theorem, it is easy to see that

T
/ gOlwelt, )2yl

S1

T Ty
:/ /gt(t)thwdxdt—/ /gt(t)wwtd:rdt
Sl Q Sl Q

T T

—i—/ /g(t)|Aw|2dxdt+/ /g(t)q|w|2d:cdt
s, Jo s Jo

I r

T 1
= 5/5 g(@)[|we(t, -)Ilég<gz)dt+0(1+r)/s [Aw(t, )72t (4.8)

Thus, we get (4.7), which completes the proof of Lemma 4.2.

5 Proof of Theorem 2.1

We are now in a position to prove Theorem 2.1. Without loss of generality, we may assume
|a| <1 (recall that a is defined in (2.1)). The proof is divided into several steps.

Step 1 To begin with, put

t,x), if (t,x) € Q,
q(t,z) = a(t,) . (t,) € Q (5.1)
0, if (t,2) € ((—00,0) U (T, 0)) x .
Assume that (W, Z) satisfy the following system:
W — AW = Z, in R x §,
Ztt—AZ+W—Z+Q1W:O, iDRXQ, (52)
W=2=0, on R x T, '

Z(0) = wo — Awp, Z;(0) = w; — Awq, in Q.
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By (5.1), it is clear that g1 = ¢ in Q. Hence, comparing system (5.2) with system (2.7), we find
(W, 2) = (w,2), inQ. (5.3)

We introduce the following coordinate transformation:

{t i%_‘i‘ azxy, (54)
Set
(w,2)(t,7) = (W, Z)(t,z)(= (W, Z)(t + aT1,T)), (¢, T) € R x Q. (5.5)

Then, by (5.2), (w, Z) solve the following equation:

W — a* Wy + 20y, — Y, Wz,z, = 2 in R x €,
(1 — a2)2§ + 20/%%51 — Z%ﬁl + w — E-i— QQE = 0, in R x Q, (56)
w=2z=0, on R x T,

where ¢2(t,7) = 1 (t + a71,7), 3 =>_.
Next, for any given s € R, denote
t
v(t,T) :/ Z(r,T)dr + x(T), (5.7)
with x satisfying

X(@) + > xazw = (1 - a?)z;(s) + 2azz,(s), in Q,

(5.8)
X = 07 on I
It is easy to check that
Vv = w — azﬁ)/ﬁ + 2&’[[}%51 — Eﬁ)/fwfﬂ in R x Q,
T
(1 —a®)vg + 2avg;, — > vzz, + / w(r,T)dr
7 ' ’ (5.9)
—v —I—/ q2 (1, T)w(r,T)dr = 0, in R x €,
w=v=0, on R x T,
v(s) = x(T), vi(s) = Z(s), in Q.

Step 2 Next, we introduce some energy estimate. First, denote the energy function of the
system (5.9) by

£@) 2 Sl )20y + (1= e, laca) (5.10)

Multiplying the second equation of system (5.9) by vy and integrating it in 2, using integration

by parts, we have

dE@) _ -, (/fu +0r, D) W) 5 7 + [ o o

dt 0
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Using the first equation in (5.2) and integrating by part, one obtains
Wt i@ < CIZE i@, YEER. (5.12)
Then, by (5.5), (5.7) and (5.12), we could also get
[0, )72y < Cllvg@Es )72y, YIER. (5.13)

Similarly to the proof of Lemma 4.1, by Holder’s inequality and Sobolev embedding theorem,
and noting (5.13), we conclude that

E(t) < Cr&(s), Vs,te[-2T,2T). (5.14)
Define
_ 2 1
(F-renme. 619
Fix s and s such that
0<so<sy<o, (5.16)

and put ¥(%) = T (o —)2. By (5.5), noting (5.6) and (5.13), and using integration by parts, we
get

/ /k1+qaa¢@¥*adaﬁ
Q
/ / Him — 207, + Z Zzm + z) V(A2 dzdE
Q
a /1% N gyl — =
a Zt H-1(Q) D)

+2a/ /Q A" (AR5 + (A2 5, )Wy A™22)|dzdT

—(A™22)%dzdE

- / YZ2dTdl + / W(A™3%)2dzdl. (5.17)
0 Q 0 Q
Further, it is obvious that
[ 14745, P < Ol ey < CUE e (5.13)
Combining (5.17) and (5.18), we deduce
VR syt < O ) [ oy (5.19)

Step 3 We finish the proof of Theorem 2.1 in this step.
By (4.1)-(4.3), (4.7), (5.2)—(5.7) and (5.10), we arrive at

[ Awo |72y + leHif[}(Q)
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Cr 3 (1=e)T 2 2
< C(1+1)e /T (IAw(t, )l[3agq + et )2 )t
£
= T
< C(1 4 r)eCr / | Aaw(t, )220 dt
0
o= T
< Cecr / (8, )2yl
oy 2T _ _
S N EORT A
—-2T

—
ro P T+ i
< Ce® / l|vz (2, ')||%2(Q)dt

—2T
—Ml; 27
< Ce“r / (t)dt. (5.20)
—2T

Combining (5.5), (5.10), (5.12), (5.14) and (5.20), for any s € [—2T, 2T, one finds

1

n
p

2
HAw0||2L2(Q) + ||w1||§{g(sz) < Ce” (Iz(s, ')||2Lz(9) + (17 (s, ')H%ﬁl(sz))' (5.21)

Integrating the above inequality with respect to s from s¢ to s (with so and sj satisfying
(5.16)), and by (5.19), we conclude that

1

=T (o _
A A ALl MEGR T (5.22)

Hence, recalling (2.6), (5.3) and (5.5), and using assumption (A1), we obtain

1

o
| Awol3qy + 273y < Ce© /D \2(t, ) Pdadt

<ol / / ([w]? + |Aw[2)dzd, (5.23)
o Jaw
which yields the desired estimate (1.2). This completes the proof of Theorem 2.1.
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