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Zero Dissipation Limit to Rarefaction Waves for the 1-D
Compressible Navier-Stokes Equations*

Feimin HUANG! Xing LI

Abstract The zero dissipation limit for the one-dimensional Navier-Stokes equations of
compressible, isentropic gases in the case that the corresponding Euler equations have
rarefaction wave solutions is investigated in this paper. In a paper (Comm. Pure Appl.
Math., 46, 1993, 621-665) by Z. P. Xin, the author constructed a sequence of solutions
to one-dimensional Navier-Stokes isentropic equations converging to the rarefaction wave
as the viscosity tends to zero. Furthermore, he obtained that the convergence rate is
et |Inel. In this paper, Xin’s convergence rate is improved to €3 |Ing|? by different scaling
arguments. The new scaling has various applications in related problems.
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1 Introduction and Main Result

The one-dimensional Navier-Stokes equations of compressible, isentropic gases in Lagrangian

vy —u, =0,
us (1.1)

uf + p(ve), = e(v—:)z, z€RL, >0,

coordinate read:

where 4%, v and p(v°) denote the fluid velocity, the specific volume, and the pressure of gases
respectively, £ > 0 is the viscosity coefficient, and the pressure p(v®) is assumed to be a smooth
function of v° > 0 satisfying

p'(v°) <0< p’(v°) for v® > 0. (1.2)

Formally, as viscosity vanishes, the solutions to the compressible Navier-Stokes equations con-
verge to those of the corresponding inviscid Euler equations

Vg — Uy = 0,
1.3
Al (13)
This limit has been rigorously verified by many people when the Euler equations (1.3) have
smooth solutions. However, the Euler equations (1.3) usually do not have smooth solutions. For
example, it is well-known that the compressible Euler equations have three basic wave patterns
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which are two nonlinear waves, i.e. shock and rarefaction waves, and a linearly degenerate wave,
contact discontinuity. All of the above basic waves are not smooth. Therefore, it is important
to justify the zero dissipation limit for the basic wave patterns. Hoff and Liu [1] studied the
zero dissipation limit problem for the system (1.1) in the case that the inviscid flow is a single
shock wave, and they showed that the solutions to the Navier-Stokes equation (1.1) with shock
data exist and converge to the inviscid shocks as the viscosity vanishes, uniformly away from
the shocks. In [8], Z. Xin studied the zero dissipation limit in the rarefaction wave case, and
moreover, he obtained that the convergence rate toward the rarefaction wave is el [Inel. In this
paper, we improve Xin’s convergence rate to £3 |Ine|? by different scaling arguments. We now
precisely state our main theorems. Without loss of generality, we only study the 1-rarefaction
wave. First of all, we consider the Euler equations (1.3) with the Riemann initial data

o= {0 250 i

in which uy,vy (> 0) are given constants. The end states uy, vy in (1.4) satisfy
v
Ug —I—/ M) dv =u_, A(vy) > M(vo), (1.5)

so that the left state (u_,v_) can be connected to (uy,v;) by l-rarefaction wave. The 1-
centered rarefaction wave of (1.3) is the self-similar solution (u”,v")(%), defined by

Mo), €< A(vo), i
A (v"(€) =16 M(vo) €< M(vy), £=7, (1.6)
A(vyg), > Mi(vy),

v (&)
u" (&) = u_ —/ A1(s)ds. (1.7)
U

In [8], the author first approximated the centered 1-rarefaction wave (u”,v")(%) by a smooth
rarefaction wave (ul, vl)(z,t), depending on the viscosity ¢, so that (uZ, v]) converges to (u", v")
at a rate in an appropriate topology as ¢ — 0. Next, he put a small perturbation on the smooth
rarefaction wave (u”,v”)(z, t), and chose the scaling y = e 4z, 7 = 4t for the perturbation.
After scaling, the perturbation were estimated by an elementary energy method on two time

scales. Finally, the author proved the following theorem.

Theorem 1.1 (see [8]) Let (u",v")(F) be the centered 1-rarefaction wave defined by (1.6)—
(1.7), which connects two constant states (ux,v+) satisfying (1.5) with vy > 0. Then there
erists a positive constant g, such that for each g, 0 < € < g9, we can construct a global smooth
solution (u®,v®)(x,t) to (1.1) with the following properties:

(i)

(uf —u", v —v") € G0, 4+00; L),
(us,vs) € C°(0, +00; La), (1.8)
us, € L*(0,400; La);

(ii) As wviscosity ¢ — 0, (u®,v°)(x,t) converges to (u”,v")(§) pointwise except at (0,0).
Furthermore, for any given positive constant h, there is a constant c(h) > 0, independent of €,
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so that

sup H(us,vs)( 1) = (o) () H < e(h)ei|nel. (1.9)
t>h t/ Lo

Remark 1.1 Xin’s method has been applied to many systems, for instance, non-isentropic
Navier-Stokes system and Boltzmann equation (see [9]). For the non-isentropic Navier-Stokes
system, the authors obtained the convergence rate et |Ine|. But for the Boltzmann equation,
the convergence rate becomes slower, only es

Ingl.

In this paper, we use a similar argument but a different scaling y = E_%il:, T = 6_%t, and
improve Xin’s convergence rate to es |Ine|?. More precisely, we have the following result.

Theorem 1.2 Let (u”,v")(F) be the centered 1-rarefaction wave defined by (1.6)-(1.7),
which connects two constant states (ui,vy) satisfying (1.5) with vy > 0. Then there exists
a positive constant €g, such that for each € satisfying 0 < € < g9, we can construct a global
smooth solution (u,v®)(x,t) to (1.1) with the following properties:

(1)
(uf —u" v — "), (uS,v5) € C°(0, +00; La), ut, € L*(0,+00; La); (1.10)

(2) As viscosity ¢ — 0, (u®,v°)(z,t) converges to (u",v")(F) pointwise except at (0,0).
Furthermore, for any given positive constant h, there is a constant c(h) > 0, independent of ¢,
such that

sup H(UE,UE)( ) - (ur,w)(;) H < c(h)e¥ | Inel?. (1.11)
t>h t/ L

The proof of Theorem 1.2 is more simplified than that of Theorem 1.1 in [8], this is because
we fully use the second property in Lemma 2.2 which was proved by F. Huang, M. Li and Y.
Wang [2]. Using this property, we do not need two time scales, which is one of the main steps
of Xin’s proof.

The main novelty of our scaling y = 67%1', T = e3¢ is that it can improve the low order es-
timate, and also can make the high order estimate match the low order estimate to get the same
convergence rate. We expect that this scaling argument can be applied to general systems such
as non-isentropic Navier-Stokes system, Boltzmann equation, radiative hydrodynamic system
and other related systems to get a better convergence rate.

Throughout this paper, || - ||;,/ = 0,1,2,---, denote the usual Sobolev norms for H', || - || =
Il - ||z, For simplicity, we also write C' as generic positive constants which are independent of
time ¢ and viscosity € unless otherwise stated.

2 Rarefaction Waves

In this section, we establish some necessary estimates on the rarefaction wave of the Euler
equations based on the inviscid Burgers equation. Since the rarefaction wave is only Lipschitz
continuous, we shall construct a smooth approximation for the rarefaction wave in the following.
Consider the Riemann problem for the inviscid Burgers equation:

wy + ww, =0,

w_, x<0, 2.1
w(z,0) = {w+ x> 0. >y
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If w_ < wy, then (2.1) has the centered rarefaction wave solution w"(z,t) = w"(§) given by

X
w—, n S w—,
t
X X
wie,t) =S 7, wo < T <wy, (2.2)
X
Wi, 7 > Wi

To construct a smooth rarefaction wave solution to the Burgers equation which approximates

the centered rarefaction wave w"(§), we set for each § > 0,

ws(z) = w(%) =: (s —;—w_) + (e ;w_)tanh(g), (2.3)

and solve the following initial value problem:

{wt + ww, =0, (2.4)

w(z,0) = ws(x).

Denote the solution to (2.4) by wj(z,t). We can show that the smooth rarefaction wave wj (z, t)

approaches the centered rarefaction ware w” (£

7) as d goes to zero.

Lemma 2.1 The problem (2.4) has a unique smooth global solution wj(x,t) for each 6 > 0
such that

(1) w- < wi(x,t) < wy, Opwi(z,t) >0 forzeR, t>0,6>0;

(2) The following estimates hold for all t >0, 6 >0 and p € [1,00]:

[|05w5 (2, )| Lr < Clwy — wﬁ)é((g —l—t)_l"’%,
Haiwg(xvt)HLP < 0571+%(5 + t)_l;

(3) There exists a constant 6 € (0,1), such that for 6 € (0,d0], t >0,

ws(-,t) —w"(-,t)|[Le < C6t~ (In(1 4 1) 4 [ Ind]).

The first and the third properties of Lemma 2.1 can be found in [8], and the second one was
proved in [2]. Although the second property is equivalent to the corresponding one in [8], it is
more convenient to use so that we do not need two time scales, which is one of the main steps
of Xin’s proof (see [8]).

We now turn to rarefaction waves for the Euler equations (1.3). Here and in what follows,
the constant states (us,vy) are fixed so that (us,v4) lies on the l-rarefaction wave curve
through (u_,v_) (see (1.5) or [7]). Set w_ = A1 (v_) and wy = A1 (v4) in (2.1)—(2.4). Tt is easy
to check that the 1-rarefaction wave (u”,v")(z,t) to the Riemann problem (1.3)—(1.5) is given
by

M (v (z, 1)) = w"(z, 1), (2.5)
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Now for each positive constant J, we define a pair of smooth functions (u},v§) by

A1 (vy) = wy (z, 1), (2.7)

vy (x,t)
us(x,t) + / A(v)dv =wu_, (2.8)
v

where wj(z,t) is defined in (2.4). Then (u},v§) is a smooth 1-rarefaction wave of (1.3). It

follows from Lemma 2.1.

Lemma 2.2 (u},v}), as described above, is a smooth solution to the Euler equations (1.3)
satisfying:

(1) Oyuy >0,Vx eR, t>0;

(2) The following estimates hold for allt >0, 6 >0 and p € [1,00]:

(Dt (-, 8), 8505 (-, 1) | Lo < Clwy —w_ )7 (6 + )77,
1(@awtsy (- 1), aavy ( ))l|e < COTTH(E+1) 7

(3) There ezists a constant 6 € (0,1), such that for 6 € (0,d0], t >0,
(=, o = o)L~ < Cot~ (In(1+ 1) + | b))

3 Proof of Theorem 1.1

This section is devoted to the proof of Theorem 1.2. Suppose that (u®,v¢)(z,t) is the
solution to (1.1) with the following initial data:

(uevvs)(xa 0) = (U(E)a U(E))(x) = (U'ga Ug)(xv O)' (3'1)

Define
(¥, 9)(y, 7) = (u°,0°)(, ) — (ug,v5) (2, 1), (3.2)

where
y=¢c 3z, T=c 5t (3.3)

Substituting (3.1)-(3.3) into (1.1) and noting that (uf,v})(z,t) is a smooth solution to (1.3),
we obtain

(br - wy = Oa ;
e+ (00, + Q= e (L) et () o
(d)v ¢)(y7 O) = (wo; ¢0)(y) = 07 (35)

where @ = p(v) — p(v) — p'(v5)¢
We seek a global (in time) and bounded (in Lo, norm) solution (¢, ¢) to the problem (3.4)—
(3.5). To this end, we set the solution space for (3.4)—(3.5) to be

0 gl 2 s gt 2 .72
X(0,7) = {(Wb)‘ ;zﬁacﬁggicd) (S%qu )¢y € L2(0,T; HY), ¢, € L*(0,T; L?) } (3.6)
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with 0 < T < 4o00.

Proposition 3.1 There exists a positive constant g which is independent of €,9, such
that if 0 < & < e, €3|Ine| < &, then the initial value problem (3.4)~(3.5) has a unique global
solution (¢, ¢) € X(0,+00) satisfying

+oo
sup (|, )(P)I2 + / / Vi (& + 62)dydr

0<r<+0

1 oo 2
+5§/0 (lgy (1> + ey (T)IID)dT < €. (3.7)

| =

Once we have Proposition 3.1, we can take § = £3|Ine|. Then (3.7) implies

sup (0,07 < 3

0<7<+00

€3 (3.8)

by the Sobolev’s inequality. Thus the proof of Theorem 1.1 is completed.

Since the proof for the local existence of the solution to (3.4)—(3.5) is standard, the details are
omitted. To prove Proposition 3.1, the crucial step is to close the following a priori assumption:

N(O,71) = sup [|(%,@)(7)|m <e5. (3.9)

0<7<71y

Proposition 3.2 (A Priori Estimate) Suppose that the problem (3.4)—(3.5) has a solution
(¢, ¢) € X(0,71) for some 11 > 0. Then there exists a positive constant €1, independent of €,
and Ty, such that if

O<e<e, e3|lng/<é and N(0,71)<es, (3.10)

then

sup [|(s, )72 + / / V(& + $2)dydr

0<7<m

+ed / (g (P12 + [ty (T)[|2)dr < Ce¥6% <

ol

(3.11)

=~ =

Due to the a priori assumption (3.9), the Sobolev’s inequality and smallness of e, we always
have

1
U+ 2 U (3.12)

Lemma 3.1 Under the assumption of Proposition 3.2, there exists a positive constant C,
such that for 0 < 7 < 71,

sup [|(, &)(m)] + / / o5, GPdydr + &5 / [y (7)]|2dr < Ce¥6%. (3.13)

0<7<m
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Proof We multiply the first and second equations in (3.4) by p(v})—p(v) and ¢, respectively,
sum them, and integrate the result with respect to y over R to get

i 5o oo [ pshau+c [ o sy s ot
gs%Aw(%)ydy. (3.14)

Then, integrating with (3.14) over [0, 7], and noting that vy, = uj, > 0, we get

1, ) ()12 + / / oL, Sdydr + <3 / [y (r)2dr

. T uk
§05§/ / — ) dydr. 3.15
; Rw( " )y y (3.15)
We compute

/ / dydT = %/ / dydT—F&%/ / 5y1/)y dd’
UU5
< et / / |w|<|ugyy|+|uzy|2>dydT+Ce% / / i 0yl dydr
0 R 0 R
< Ces / 9112 19y lI% (e Nl 21 + [l 12)dr
+n / ey () dr+053/ /vaT G dydr
< e / 4y (T)]|2dr + Cpes / 113 gy 2 + [, |3 )dr
—l—Cne(S_l/ /ngqdeydT, (3.16)
0 R

where 7 is a small constant. Now we estimate the second term of (3.16) on the right-hand side
by Lemma 2.1

C¢.>|>i

1
b / 13 (g 3y + 1l )
3

1 8 r E r 8 3
< swp 617+ Coe (=3 [ (bl + Tl )

<n sup [[Y]*+Cpetoz. (3.17)
0<r<m

Combining (3.16) and (3.17), using a priori assumption (3.9) and letting 7),e be sufficiently
small, we complete the proof of Lemma 3.1.

We now turn to estimating the derivatives of (1, ¢).

Lemma 3.2 Under the assumption of Proposition 3.2, there exists a positive constant C
such that for 0 < 7 < 7,

swp [y 0)IE+ [ [ vrddyar
0<7<m, o Jr

bet / U6y (I + [ibyy(D)]2)dr < Ce¥o. (3.18)
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Proof We multiply the second equation of (3.4) by 1y, and integrate the result equation
over R to get

d ! 1 T N, T 1
E{Aiﬁ@‘égﬂwwﬁﬂ+Céﬁwwwﬁ®+0wwwmw
<c /R P (65) 05, gy dly + C /R Qytydy

/ Yy (py + Ugy) ug
R v?

+et wyydy—g%/ (=2) uydy. (3.19)
RNV 7y

We estimate each term on the right-hand side. First, we have
"o, T i 2 -1 N2 12

| [ @510k, 008] < b )P + €z [ 05,0y

< (DIF + Coeta ! [ ofoidy, (3.20
R

where we have used Lemma 2.1 and the Holder’s inequality. By (3.10), we get

| [ Quids] < 1y (P + e [ (6265 + (05, 2y
< nes ||thyy (7)]|2 + Cpes / ¢ dy + Cpe3d! / vl ¢*dy, (3.21)

R R

s + 5 : 1
w/ﬂ&%ﬁﬂ%wﬂ9@MMMW+%ﬂ/@M%%ww%w
R v #

< e |3y (T)||? + Cpe3 62 /Rwidy + Cnf% [y 1y || 01

< e ||hyy (T)]12 + Cng/ngdy, (3.22)

where we have used ¢3 |Ine| < 6. Finally, we estimate the last term on the right-hand side of
(3.19) by Lemma 2.1, i.e.,

L uj L 2 1 2 4 1 2,2
saécfhmmﬂgmﬂMMﬂn+QﬁW%wn+w@ho+&ﬁAww¢my

< e o (DI + a5 [ o g3y
R
+CEs [0 O +) 2+ (0 +1) 7. (3.23)

From (3.20)—-(3.23), integrating (3.19) with respect to 7 and letting 7, e be sufficiently small,

we get
|u¢@,¢y>oﬁn2+—]ﬁ /£1§T¢zdyd74-e%]ﬁ [ty ()27

/o /qu,dydT—i—C&%/o /Rwidydr—f—Ce%é_Q. (3.24)

To finish the a priori estimate (3.11), we need to control the integral fOT fR qbfjdydr. To this
end, we multiply the second equation of (3.4) by ¢, and integrate it over R with respect to y

W=

< C/ /U§T¢2dydT+Ca
0o Jr
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to obtain

/ 'y d
- [Wehonsuay < o [ vody+ [vidu+ [ Qo

—eéA(“iy)y¢ydy—géA<wy) by dy. (3.25)

We estimate each term in (3.25) separately as follows. First

- [Wnons,ay = [ Hensiay— [ 550,00,
R R
1
> =5 [ PRy - [ @, ey
R R

>y / $2dy — Coeto! / vl ¢3dy, (3.26)

R R
where C1, Cy are constants. Next,

54(% 6ydy| =

gCa%/wyydy+Cea/¢§dy+CE%/¢ dy

U2

%/ wyy@/d . wqy};bidy—el/ Uéywyd’y ‘
R

+ Ce g/(vay) $2dy + Ce |1y ]| 2 [ty |12 6y 12
gCe%/wyydy+Ce§/¢ydy+05%/¢ydy
R R R
+Ce6! / Vs ¢2dy, (3.27)
R

where we have used the Cauchy inequality and (3.10). The last two terms of (3.25) can be
estimated as follows:

| [ Quevts| < [ 160, Pau+C [ 10les, 1oyl

< (Ces +77)/gzﬁzdy—kC,,E%&’l/ngqdey, (3.28)

1 Ur 1
3 [ (%22) oun] < [ Gy + ot I+ s, 1) + e [ 1, ek

<(n+Ceé™ )/ ¢ydy+C’n5§[5_ G+t 2+ (5+1)77). (3.29)
R

Using estimates (3.26)—(3.29) in (3.25), integrating the resulting inequality with respect to T,
and letting 1, ¢ be sufficiently small, we get

/0 6y [2dr < CIlY|2 + Clléy |12 + C / [y ||2dr
+Ce%/ ||wyy||2d7+csa—1/ /ngqSidydT
0 0 R

+Cefot /0 /R v} ¢2dydr + Ce252. (3.30)
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Multiplying (3.30) by 3 and substituting it into (3.24) give

1y b)) OI + / / o5 @2dydr + et / Uy (I + [y ()]2)dr

< Cs%||¢||2+c/ /ngqSQdydT—i—Ca%/ [y||2dT + Ce3672, (3.31)
0 R 0

which together with Lemma 3.1 immediately yields the desired estimate (3.18). Thus Lemma

3.2 is proved.

Now taking § = s |Ine| and letting e be small enough, we prove Proposition 3.2.

References

(1]
(2]

(3]

David, H. and Liu, T. P., The inviscid limit for the Navier-Stokes equations of compressible, isentropic
flow with shock data, Indiana Univ. Math. J., 38(4), 1989, 861-915.

Huang, F. M., Li, M. J. and Wang, Y., Zero dissipation limit to rarefaction wave with vacuum for 1-D
compressible Navier-Stokes equations, preprint.

Jiang, S., Ni, G. X. and Wen, J. S.; Vanishing viscosity limit to rarefaction waves for the Navier-Stokes
equations of one-dimensional compressible heat-conducting fluids (electronic), SIAM J. Math. Anal., 38(2),
2006, 368-384.

Lax, P. D., Hyperbolic Systems of Conservation Laws and the Mathematical Theory of Shock Waves, Slam
Reg. Conf. Ser. Appl. Math., Philadelphia, 11, 1973.

Liu, T. P. and Xin, Z. P., Nonlinear stability of rarefaction waves for compressible Navier-Stokes equation,
Comm. Math. Phys., 118, 1988, 451-465.

Matsumura, A. and Nishihara, K., Asymptotics toward the rarefaction waves of the solutions of a one-
dimensional model system for compressible viscous gas, Japan J. Appl. Math., 3(1) , 1986, 1-13.

Smoller, J., Shock Waves and Rarefaction-Diffusion Equations, Springer-Verlag, New York, Berlin, 1983.

Xin, Z. P., Zero dissipation limit to rarefaction waves for the one-dimensional Navier-Stokes equations of
compressible isentropic gases, Comm. Pure Appl. Math., 46, 1993, 621-665.

Xin, Z. P. and Zeng, H., Convergence to rarefaction waves for the nonlinear Boltzmann equation and
compressible Navier-Stokes equations, J. Diff. Eq., 249, 2010, 827-871.



