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Moments of L-Functions Attached to the Twist of
Modular Form by Dirichlet Characters*

Guanghua JI* Haiwei SUN?

Abstract Let f(z) be a holomorphic cusp form of weight x with respect to the full modular
group SL2(Z). Let L(s, f) be the automorphic L-function associated with f(z) and x be
a Dirichlet character modulo ¢g. In this paper, the authors prove that unconditionally for
k= % with n € N,

Mia. = Y |E(5Fex)|[" < s@oe)”,

X (mod q)
XF#X0

and the result also holds for any real number 0 < k < 1 under the GRH for L(s, f ® x).
The authors also prove that under the GRH for L(s, f ® x),

Mi(q, f) > ¢(g)(log q)**

for any real number k& > 0 and any large prime gq.

Keywords Moments, Automorphic L-functions, Convexity theorem
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1 Introduction

An important problem in number theory is to study the moments of central values of L-
functions. Many authors considered this problem for several families of L-functions (see [1, 3, 6,
8, 10, 16-17] etc). Among them, the family of twisting L-functions has received much attention
in recent years. The aim of this paper is to consider the moments of L-functions attached to
the twist of the modular form by Dirichlet characters.

Let f(z) be a holomorphic cusp form of weight x with respect to the full modular group
SLy(Z). Moreover, we assume that f(z) is a normalized eigenfunction for all Hecke operators.

In this case f(z) has the following Fourier series expansion:
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with Ap(1) = 1.
Such an f is called a holomorphic Hecke eigenform. Associated with each Hecke eigenform
f, there exists an L-function L(s, f), which is defined as

L(s,f)=>)_ Af(sn) (1.1)

n
for Res > 1.
Let g be a positive integer and y be a Dirichlet character modulo ¢q. For Res > 1, the
automorphic L-functions L(s, f ® x) are defined by

e g o - 32 )

For any positive real number k, we define

My(g,f)= Y. ‘L(%,f@@x)rk-

X (mod q)
XF#X0

In this paper, we will estimate the upper and lower bounds of My(q, f).
Recently, Heath-Brown [6] proved that

= 3 (15| < owioso

x(mod q)
X#X0

for k = % with n € N, and under the GRH the estimate also holds for all positive real numbers
0 < k < 2. In the proof, the author transformed the sum into the corresponding integral,
and estimated the upper bounds of the integral using the method of [5], which is based on a
convexity theorem for mean-value integrals.

Using the method of [6], we hope to get the same upper bounds for Mj(q, f) with k = 1

unconditionally and 0 < k < 1 under GRH. For M(q, f), we need to consider the effect of f.
Firstly, since L-functions L(s, f ® x) have degree 2 and not 1, we need to improve the estimates
of some integrals used in the proof (see Section 2). We also need to estimate the average of the
Dirichlet coefficients of L(s, f ® x)*, which is

A 2

’I’LQU

n

where (see Section 2 for the details)

L(S,f ® X)k _ i Af(Z)SX(n)

n=1
and ¢ < 1. In [13], Pi considered the last average for any real number k (see Lemma 2.1).
Using this lemma and the upper bounds of corresponding integrals of My(q, f), we will prove

the following theorem.
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Theorem 1.1 For k = % with n € N, we have

My(q, f) <k ¢(q)(logq)*,

and the estimate also holds for any real number 0 < k <1 under the GRH for L(s, f @ x).

To consider the lower bounds we will use the method of [15]. In [15], Rudnick and Soundarara-

jan considered the lower bounds of M} (g) and proved that unconditionally

My (q) > ¢(q)(log ¢)**

for any rational number k£ > 1, at least when ¢ is prime.

In Section 3, we will establish different constitutions of the two sums and use the average
estimates of Lemma 2.1, to prove the lower bound of Mg(q, f). But here we can not get
unconditionally the lower bounds, since unconditionally the analytic continuation of L(s, f®x)¥
and the estimates of error terms are not good enough (see Section 3). So we assume that the
GRH is ture for L(s, f ® x), and under this condition we can get the lower bounds for a more

general k.

Theorem 1.2 Let k be a fized positive real number and q be any large prime, and under
GRH for L(s, f ® x), we have

M (g, f) >k d(q)(logq)*".

2 Proof of Theorem 1.1

2.1 Introduction

It is known that for a primitive x, L(s, f ® x) admits analytic continuation to C as an entire

function and satisfies the functional equation (see Proposition 14.20 of [7])

TG A1 -5 T o). (2.1)

A(s, f@x) =1i"

where

k—1

Als, f®x) = (i)sr(er

5 JL(s. o)

is the complete L-function, () is the Gauss sum, and 7y is the eigenvalue of f for the operator
W with [n| = 1. In addition, L(s, f ® x) has an Euler product of degree 2, which is

L(s,f®><):]—[(1— M)_1<1— M)_l (2.2)

pS pS
for Res > 1, where af(p), B7(p) € C. For Res > 1, we have

oo = I (1= 24200 (1 - )

pk pS
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11 6 dk<pi>af,<p>ix<pi>) (i di(P7)Bs (p)’ x (pw)

pIs

> A l 1
=i f(pp23<(p )
p 1=0
_ 3~ Al
where
d(p’) = E(k+1)- j'(k; +7-1) (2.3)
and
l
Ap(p) = de(@)as(pY di(p' ) Br(p)' . (2.4)
§=0

For the definition of function di(-) we can refer to [5]. If we assume the generalized Riemann

hypothesis hold, then there exist no zeros for o > 1

5, so that one can define a holomorphic

extension of

s, f@x)" Z

in the half-plane o > %

For the proof of Theorem 1.1, we will use the following integral:

+oo
Jo,f @) = / IL(o +it, f @ ) [2*|W (o + it)|odt,

where the weight function W (s) is defined by
q‘s(S*%) - ]_
1
(1= 3) oz

with § > 0 to be specified later. In addition to J(o, f ® x) we will also consider its average over

W(s) :=

non-principal characters

> Jofex).

XF#X0
x(mod q)

In this section, we are mainly to estimate the upper bound of J(¢), i.e., Lemma 2.6. Using
this lemma we can prove Theorem 1.1.
2.2 Necessary lemmas

In [13], the author gave the estimate of the average (1.2), which we state as the following

lemma whose proof is included for completeness.
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Lemma 2.1 Let % < o < 1. For any real number k > 0 we have
| NE Af(n)? 1\~
mm{(a—i) , (log x) } <<27 < (0—5)
n<x
and

2 A (’I’L)2 2
1 k f 1 k
(log )" < E — < (logx)

n<z

Proof Firstly, we use the result of [18] to prove the following asymptotic formula:

11 (1 + Z 14y ) (2.5)

p<z

—yok?

2 Ay’ ~ NG )10gfc

n<z

From [18] we know that if a multiplicative and nonnegative function A(n) satisfies the following
three conditions:

(i) For some constant 7 > 0,

1
59820+ rloga

p<z p

(ii) For some constant G > 0 and any prime p,

(i)

then

—CT

ZA(n)NI‘( )logxlj[( +Z

n<x

)

Hence we just need to show that A;(n) satisfies the last three conditions.
To check the condition (i), we apply (2.3)—(2.4) to see that

Af(p)? = di(p)*(ar(p) + Br(p)? = K> (af(p) + Br(p))* < 4K, (2.6)

where we use Deligne’s estimate (see [2]):

lay (), 18y (P)| =

From the following estimate (see [11] or [14])

3 (ar(p) + B¢ (p))®

p

=loglogz + O(1),

p<z
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and the partial summation formulae we have

Z IngAf(p)Q — k2 /12C logtd(z (Oéf(p) +ﬁf(p))2) ~ k2 1ng, (27)

p <t p

p<z

from which the condition (ii) follows. From (2.4) and Deligne’s estimate we have
l . .
Ap(p) <Y di (@) (") = dan(p') < p7,
3=0

and now we can easily check that the condition (iii) is also true:

1 1 1
—Ar(p)? < < < 0. 2.8
; I () Z Z Pa—o Ep: p20=9 log p o0 (2.8)

p 1>2

132
Then from (2.6)—(2.8) we get the asymptotic formula (2.5). So now we just need to estimate

the asymptotic formula. From the above estimates we can see that

00 2 2
[T (0 220 ) = TL (4 27+ 0, )

p<z
- exp{ Z log (1 + Afz()p)Q + O<p2(1—e1) 10gp))}

= exp(k®loglogz + O(1)).
Now from (2.5) we get that

clx(logx)kkl < Z Ag(n)? < coz(log x)ktl

n<x

with some constants 0 < ¢; < co. We can easily get the first part of the theorem from the last

estimate and the partial summation. Note that when o = % + lo;x’ m?° < m < m?7, the

second result of the theorem can be easily proved from the first part.

The following lemma is a convexity estimate (see [4] or [6]), which plays an important role

in the proof.

Lemma 2.2 Let f and g be complex-valued functions which are regular in the strip {s €
C:a <o < B}, and continuous in the closed strip {s = o +it: a« < o < B}. Let b and ¢ be
|C

positive real numbers. Suppose that |f(s)|’|g(s)|¢ and |g(s)| tend to zero as t — oo, uniformly

in{s=o+it:a<o<p}. Set

+oo
I(n) ::/ |f(n+it)[*g(n + it)|°dt.

— 00

Then, for a <~ <[,
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The following lemma gives the upper bounds of J(¢). In the proof, we use some properties
and a mean value estimate of L(s, f ® x), which are similar to the case of L(s,x). We just give

the outline of the proof. For the details one can refer to Lemma 4 in [6].

Lemma 2.3 Let%ﬁoglandl—agvga. We have

2k(o—y q
J(v) < ¢ )(J(a) + W>' (2.9)

Proof By Lemma 2.2, we get that if % <o < % and 1 —o <~v <o,
T, f@X) € (0, f @ X) T J(1 -0, f @ x) 5.
By Hoélder’s inequality, we get

y—140o o=

J(7) £ J(o) =1 J(1 —0)2o-T.

Firstly, we estimate J(1 — o). Following the argument of Lemma 4 in [6], we can get the

similar result
J(1 - 0) < 227 ((log )0 .T*(0) + J (o))

with

dt

+oo
T o)=Y /OO |L(a+it,f®x)|2k1+t2.

X#Xo(modq) ©
Note that the exponent of g is 2k(20 — 1) but not k(20 — 1), because L(s, f ® x) is of degree 2
and the Stirling formula gives a doubled exponent.

Then it is sufficient to prove the following inequality:
J*(0) < q(log q)*. (2.10)

From Lemma 4 of [6], we know that a mean value estimate is required. The following estimate

(see [9]) is the result corresponding to [12] for the fourth power moment of L(s, x), which is

* +T 1 2
3 /T }L(5 +it,f®x>‘ dt < ¢(q)T (log ¢T)*
x(modgq) ¥

*

for T'> 2, where >  indicates that only primitive characters are to be considered. From
x(mod q)

this mean value estimate we can prove (2.10) following the argument in [6]. Therefore we prove

that the result is true.

In the following lemma, we will consider two other integrals. For the proof of the uncondi-
tional result of Theorem 1.1 we use

+oo 5
Ho.f © ) = / L(o + it £ © X) — S(s,  © )" 3 W (o + it)|dt

—00



244 G. H. Ji and H. W. Sun

for 0 > 5. Under the GRH we will employ

+oo
Glof 9= [ Lo +it.f )" = S(s. £ 0 OFIW (o + i) °de
for o > % Their averages over non-principal characters are

H(o):= Y H(o,fox), Glo)= > Glofex)

x(mod q) x(mod q)

Note that for H (o), here we get an upper bound which is different from the result of Lemma 5
in [6]. This improvement is the main point to get the unconditional result in our theorem. For

G(0), the proof is exactly the same as Lemma 5 in [6]. So we only give the proof for H (o) here.

Lemma 2.4 Let o € [1,2]. Under the GRH we have

G(0) < -7~ D0=19) (% + G(%))

and unconditionally

H(o) < ¢~ (2o-1(Gk—19) (@ + H(%))

Proof We only consider H (o, f ® x). By Lemma 2.2 we have

H(o, f®X) SH(%,f@w)Z H(;f@@x) g % <o< g
Therefore
noy<an(2) "m0 2.11)
2 2
For H (%), we follow the argument in [6] and get that

1\3-¢ 1/ g 1
(3)* e ().
2 <4 10gq+ 2

Now we estimate H (%) By Hoélder’s inequality we have
3

w(Gren)={ f

2 — 0o

—+00 k
X {/ |L(a+it,f®x)—S(s,f@x)”|4|W(a+it)|6dt}2.

— 00

+00 1-&
W (o + it)|6dt}

The first integral on the right is trivially O(¢%). Moreover,

As(n)x(n)
n 3t

Lio+it, fox) = S(s. fox)" =Y

n>q

with certain coefficients Af(n) < n°. The argument then proceeds as [6], noting that

3 Ap(ma) g (na)As(ma) Ay (n2)

2e—5
T 5 — < q .
max{(mini)z(mang)z, (miny)z(mang)?}

mi,mn1,mg,n3>q
gimini—mono
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It follows that

+oo
Z / |L(o +it, f @ x) — S(s, f @ x)"||W (0 +it)[0dt < ¢0F24,
x(mod q) © >

Then from (2.11) we deduce that

H(o) < ¢~ (2o 1(Gk—19) (@ + H(l))

Now we consider the last integral. Let

K(o,f®x) = /:O 1S(o +it, f @ X)|*|W (o + it)|°dt,
where
S, fe0=3 Af(Z)SX(").
n<q
Let

K(o):= Y Ko, f®Yx)

XF#X0
x(mod q)

be the average over non-principal characters. From Lemma 2.1 we can estimate the upper
bound of K (o).

Lemma 2.5 Let % <o < % We have

é(q)q® 2 (U - %) —k?

K
(o) < oz q

and
K(3) < 6(a)og )"

Proof By the definition we get

Kl)< Y, K, feox= Y, 4 ((:”n)nf)‘j(” S(m,n)I(m,n),
x(mod q) m,n<gq
where
S(m,n) = > x(m)x(n)
x(mod q)
and
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Evaluating the sum S(m,n) we find that

S ArlmA ) g

m,n)I(m,n)

ot (mn)
Ay(m)As(n)
= ¢(q) ——1(m,n)
2
alm—n,(mn,q)=1
Ap(m)|* [ NE:
= ¢(q) Z: e /700 |[W (o + it)|°dt.
(n,(;)qzl

By Lemma 2.1 and observing that

+o0o .
/ W (o + it)|6dt < q66("_5)(10g q)_l,

—00

we can easily complete the lemma.

From the above results, we can prove our main Lemma.

G. H. Ji and H. W. Sun

Lemma 2.6 Let oy = % + =< with some constant ¢ > 0. For 1 —o¢ < v < 0¢ we have

log q

J(7) < é(q)(log )" 1.

Proof By the definitions of G(o, f ® x) and H (o, f ® x), we have
J(0) < K(o) +G(o)
under the GRH, and
J(o) < K(o) + H(o)

unconditionally. In view of Lemma 2.4 we have

J(0) < K (o) + ¢~ (2o~ D(1-49) (L + G(l))

log q

and

J(0) < K(o)+ g~ 2o~ D(F~49) (L + H(l)),

log q

respectively. However we also have

o(3) <x(3)+(3)

1(3) < 5(3) +(5)

and

and therefore

J(0) < K(0) 4 q~ 7~ D01=49) (L + K(l) J(%))

log g 2
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and
J(0) < K(o) +q 7~ D=1 (% + +K<%) + J(%))

in the two cases, respectively.
Using Lemma 2.5, we find that

YA A
Jo) < $(q)g% 1O)g<qa 2) 4 g~ (20-1)(1-49) <¢(q)(10g q)k2*1 + J(%))

under the GRH, since
q k2 —1
1 2.12
ogg < ¢(q)(log q) (2.12)
for 0 < k < 1. Similarly we have
s (o 1"
Q)q o—= , 1
2 7(2071)(%745)< ] K2—1 (_))
J(o) < Tonq +q 1 #la)(logq)™ ="+ J (5
unconditionally.
Finally we take o = ¢ := % + @, then apply Lemma 2.3 with v = % and use (2.12) again,

to deduce that under GRH
J(o) <p 6806+2c(k71)J(0_) + ¢(q)(log q)k271(66c67k2 loge 4 g2c(40—1) 4 620(4571)4»2]{)0)’

and unconditionally
J(0) <, ec(86—%k)J(U) + ¢(q)(log q)k2—1(eeca—k2 loge 4 oc(86—5k) + ec(85—%k)).
We are now ready to choose the value of §. We write c;,1 and ¢ 2 for the implied constants

in the last two estimates respectively, and note that they depend only on k.

Under the GRH, we take

1-k log 2
0=—— and c:maX{M,l},
8 1—-k
which ensure that
Ck,l€8c5+2c(k—1) < %,

and hence imply that
J(00) <x $(a)(log )" .

Unconditionally, we take
k 4
6= 12 and c:maX{Elog%k,g,l},

which ensure that

RC S TN L
’ -2

and hence also imply that
J(00) <k ¢(q)(log Q)kz_l-

At last using Lemma 2.3, we can easily prove our result.
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2.3 Proof of the theorem

Now following the argument in [6], we can extract the sum My (g, f) from the integral J(7)

and prove Theorem 1.1. Since |L(s, f ® x)|?* is subharmonic we have

I 1 2k
- <

1 2 1 ) 2k
L(§ +relf f ®X)‘ dé.

We now multiply by r and integrate for 0 < r < R to show that
. 1 2%k 1 ; 1 2de
Z < - Z
‘ (27f®X)‘ _Meas(D)/D‘ (2+z,f®x)‘ ’

where D = D(0, R) is the disc of radius of R about the origin, and dA is the measure of area.
We take

min{c, 1}
log q

)

sothat if z € D then 1 — oo < R(% + z) < og and W(% + z) > 1. It follows that

g0

1 2k
/ ‘L(_+Z,f®x)‘ dA<</ J(v, f @ x)d,
D 2 1—o00
whence
1 o0
Mi(q, ) < m /1 J(v)dry.

—09

Since Meas(D) > (log q¢) =2 we now deduce from Lemma 2.6 that

My(q, f) <k ¢(q)(logq)*,

as required.

3 Proof of Theorem 1.2

In this section, we will give the lower bound of My (g, f). Let x be a small power of ¢, and
set

Ax) = Z Af(:L/)ﬁX(n)

n<x

We will evaluate

= Y 2(he) a0 ma se Y AP

x(mod q) x(mod q)
XF#X0 XF#X0

and show that Sy < g(log q)]€2 < S1. Then Theorem 1.2 follows from Holder’s inequality:

1 2k |9)?
> ‘L(—,f®><)‘ > Bl s fog ).
x(mod q) 2 |SQ|
XF#X0
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We start with S». By Lemma 2.1 we get |A(xo)|? < z(log q)** and thus

ST AP = Y AP + O(z(log 9)*)

x(mod q) x(mod q)
XF#X0
Ar(m)As(n — 2
= Y AL S ) + Ofallog ).
mn<z x(mod q)

Since z < ¢, the orthogonality relation for characters (mod ¢) gives that only the diagonal

terms m = n survive. Thus

@ 4 0080,

n<z

Then using Lemma 2.1 we find that Sy < ¢(¢)(log q)k2
We now turn to S;. If Re(s) > 1, integration by parts gives

o <2Af )

n<X X<n<y
A Z At
= ns X strl

where X > x. To deal with the sum in the second integration we use Perron’s formula and get

1 c+iT f ys y1+e
Ag( L(s, Las+0(4)
> Asn 2m/iT (s, @ )" =ds + O( =5
n<ly
forc=1+ loéy' Then we shift the path of integration to Re(s) = o1 > 0. Since L(s, f @ x)*

has no pole, we have
cHiIT o1 —iT
Ay =R+ 5 { [+ [ Y
nzgi 27” o1 +iT c—iT

where

o1 +iT ys
= L k2 ds.

Rly) = 5~ /UliT (s, f ®x)"~ds
Note that under GRH we have

L(s, f®x) <, (qt)<,

where € is a positive number. Hence we have
/chiT /0’1 iT y
-
o1-HT T “logy

R(y) < q°y°'T°.

and
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If we take T' = y°1~2¢, then we conclude that under GRH

ZAf(n)X(n)ZO(qE T4 gy 1-01— e)

n<y
If o1 = %, then (3.1) furnishes an analytic continuation of L(s, f ® x) to Re(s) > % Thus
we have
1 i Ag(n)x(n) -
L(—,f®x) = +O(¢° X ).
2 = Vn
Therefore

- ¥ ¥ AU ok T 1awl).

x(mod q) n<X x(mod q)
XF#X0 XF#X0

Obviously the main term is

IS W@+ O(XE+9A(x))).

Xx(mod q) n< Xk

Then using the orthogonality relation for characters we conclude that

Af(n)w (14er)
! — e TOXETHAR))

n=m(mod q)

+0(ax™ Y 1AW))-

X (mod q)
XF#X0

By Hoélder’s inequality we have

1

S Al <at (Y A0P) <oz

X (mod q) X (mod q)
XF#X0 XF#X0
and
A (n)|2 3 K2
A .1( |Af ) 2
Al <2 (Y = < z%(logq)
n<x
So we get

q)g ; Af(:l/)%(m) O(X 4% (log ) )

n=m(mod q)
’2
+0(¢° X “q(logq) 7).

Now we first estimate the contribution of the off-diagonal terms. Here we may write n = m—+ql,

where 1 <[ < %. The contribution of these off-diagonal terms is

Ag( Ag( m+ql 1.y 1 K2
<3 ! fr 'Z' ! <« XU+ o} (log ) 5
<X

m<zx
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Therefore

2 2
5= o) 3 L L o0x st togg) %)

m<z

+0(¢"X q(log q) 7).

From Lemma 2.5, we know that

5= O (1og )

m<zx

At last taking X = ¢ and = = ¢* =2, we deduce that

S1 > ¢(q)(log )"

This proves the theorem.
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